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The Fraternity of St Genesius is an approved
association of the Catholic Church in which its
members commit themselves to supporting the men
and women of the theatrical and cinematic arts
through their daily prayers and sacrifices. In this
way, recognizing their role within the Mystical Body
of Christ, they participate in the renewal of culture
as called for by the Servant of God, Pope John Paul II
and Pope Benedict XVI, and spiritually accompany
their brothers and sisters in Christ. The Fraternity
was founded in Drogheda, Ireland, on 19th January
2007 and is under the patronage of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, and St Genesius, the patron of the
theatrical arts.

Fraternity Council
The Fraternity is governed by a Council under the
Father Director. Its current members are:
Father Director: Fr John Hogan. Secretary: Christopher
McCamley, OCDS. Treasurer: John Cahill. Membership
Secretary: Michael Barden. Media Secretary: Donal
O’Sullivan‐Latchford. Member Relations Secretary: Mary
Cahill. Cllr. Epilepsy Apostolate: Sr Eucharia Kenny,
RSM. Assistant, Apostolate for Epilepsy: Elizabeth King.
Cllr. Religious Goods: Sr Carmel Casey, DC. Culture
Secretary: Kevin Dolan.

Fraternitas
Fraternitas is the official Newsletter and magazine of
the Fraternity. Published quarterly, it aims to keep
members informed of what is happening in the
association while providing articles of interest on
spiritual and cultural matters. Contributions, be
they articles, letters, testimonies etc., are always
welcome and will be considered for publication.
Contributions can be sent to: Editorial Committee,
Fraternitas, Fraternity of St Genesius, St Mary’s
Presbytery, Dublin Road, Drogheda, Co. Louth,
Ireland or by e‐mail to info@stgenesius.com.

Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
This year, due to the early date of Easter, the memoria of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary falls on Saturday, the 31st of
May, the Feast of the Visitation of Our Lady which
supercedes the memoria in rank. However given that the
Immaculate Heart is the Patroness of the Fraternity, as
established in the Constitution (article 17.1) and as
approved by the Protector Bishop, we celebrate the
memoria as a Feast. With Bishop Smith’s permission,
members of the Fraternity may celebrate the Feast of the
Immaculate Heart this year on the following Monday, the
2nd June. On that day members are encouraged to
remember in a special way the Fraternity, its mission and
intentions, to ask Our Lady to inspire others to join us, and
if possible, to make or renew a personal act of consecration
to her Immaculate Heart.

CONTENTS

Donations
The Fraternity is a non‐profit organization and does
not charge membership fees or a subscription for the
Newsletter. Since it has no source of income it
depends entirely on donations to cover the printing
of the Newsletter, literature and postage. We would
be most grateful if you could send a donation to
support us in our work.
The Fraternity is a
registered charity.
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Fraternity News
Divine Mercy Conference 2008

Fraternity members who staffed the display said that
were kept busy throughout the two days as
numerous visitors came to look at the display and
take literature. As a new association in the Church
many had not heard about us and were curious and
there was real interest in the Fraternity’s mission.
This was the Fraternity’s second public recruitment
drive, the first being the Rosary Rally on the streets
of Dublin last year. Given the success of both of
these events the Council will be looking at other
events in the future in which the Fraternity can take
part and spread the news of our mission. If members
have any ideas, please contact us.

On the weekend of the 1st and 2nd March, the annual
Divine Mercy Conference was held in the RDS,
Dublin. This year the Fraternity had a display at the
Conference and various members staffed the table
over the two days in the hope of recruiting new
members. The weekend proved to be a stunning
success with 111 new members joining the Fraternity
and committing themselves to our family of prayer.
The Conference has been running for a number of
years and has proved to be a major success helping
sustain the faith of many Irish Church in what have
been difficult years. Usually drawing about 2,500‐
3,000 people of all ages, it attracts a number of high
profile speakers from various organizations and
movements within the Church. The weekend tends
be a veritable festival of faith as numerous religious
organizations, many involved in promoting the New

Charitable Status
Another milestone was achieved on the 4th February
when the Council received notification from the
Revenue Commissioners in Dublin that we had been
granted charitable status. As a registered charity the
Fraternity is exempt from the various forms of
taxation which organizations in Ireland must pay on
income, namely Capital Gains Tax, Corporation Tax,
Deposit Interest Tax, Capital Acquisition Tax and
Capital Duty. We are also allowed to benefit from a
tax refund scheme. Those who have made donations
over €250 in a year can give us their permission,
through the CHY 2 form, for us to claim back the tax
they paid on the amount donated. We also have to
register for VAT and PAYE where applicable.
Council Treasurer John Cahill told Fraternitas that he
was delighted with the decision of the Revenue
Commissioners and pointed out that usually
charitable status is not granted so quickly – it seems
St Genesius has influence in the Tax Office.

Evangelization, are represented in a special hall of
displays, while prayer and the Divine Mercy
devotions take place in the main auditorium. Holy
Mass was offered on each day of the Conference,
and large numbers availed of the Sacrament of
Confession throughout the weekend.

As a registered charity, the Fraternity has to submit
its accounts each year to the Revenue
Commissioners while conforming to other
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from Mayo, grew up in Julianstown, Co. Meath, and
now lives in Drogheda. Mr. Kevin Dolan was
elected Culture Secretary. From Booterstown in
Dublin, he assumes responsibility for the Fraternity’s
programme of promoting Christian culture. The
three new Councillors were welcomed to the
Council by Fr John who thanked them for their
generosity.

accounting procedures. As a matter of policy, all
donations to the Fraternity are recorded and
rigorous bookkeeping monitors all expenses and
payments. Another requirement laid down by the
Revenue Commissioners is an assurance that no
members of the organization benefit financially from
monies donated, this principle has already been
enshrined in the Fraternity’s constitution (Art. 16).
The spiritual nature of our association, and the fact
that we are not dealing with large sums of money,
no doubt helped our application.

Plans for Rome Pilgrimage
Councillor Christopher McCamley and the members
of the Pilgrimage Committee have been working
hard over the last few months finalizing plans for
the Fraternity’s pilgrimage to Rome. The pilgrimage
will take place from the 24th to the 31st October and is
being organised in cooperation with Joe Walsh
Tours; it is to open to all, members and non‐
members alike. Led by the Father Director, the aim
of the pilgrimage is to visit the tombs of the Apostles
Ss Peter and Paul and that of St Genesius. This is a
timely year for our first pilgrimage given that the
Church’s Pauline Year begins on the 29th June and St
Paul’s theology on the Mystical Body is at the heart
of our spirituality.

New Shrine for the Proto‐Icon
A new Shrine to hold the Proto‐Icon of St Genesius
was unveiled at the First Anniversary Mass in
January. Recognising the need to protect the Icon,
the decision was taken to commission a shrine which
would both keep the Image safe and yet allow a full
view. The Shrine was designed and made by Mr.
Brendan
Healy,
a
native of Co. Mayo,
teaches woodwork and
construction studies at
St Mary’s Diocesan
School in Drogheda.

The programme for the pilgrimage is being
organized, but visits to the four great Patriarchal
Basilicas of St Peter, St Paul, St John Lateran and St
Mary Major are on the itinerary. The highlight of the
pilgrimage will be the General Audience with His
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI at the Vatican, and the
pilgrimage will culminate in a visit to the Church of
Santa Susanna where the remains of St Genesius lie
in the Chapel of St Laurence. Optional visits to the
Vatican Museums to see, among other things, the
Sistine Chapel, and Nettuno to visit the tomb of St
Maria Goretti and those places associated with her.
A longtime favourite with many Irish people, St
Maria was martyred at the age of 11 for her purity.
Her prayers in heaven converted her assailant and
led him onto the road of holiness. Speaking on the
plans for the pilgrimage, the Father Director said
that he hopes it will be enjoyable for all involved
while being a fruitful spiritual experience.
For
Fraternity members it is hoped it will deepen their
relationship with St Genesius, and for non‐members,
an opportunity to see the holy city while meeting the
Fraternity and coming to know its mission.

The Shrine, constructed
in oak with a glass
front, is simple in
design to allow the
viewer
to
focus
unhindered on the Icon
itself. A protective case
was also made for the
Icon and Shrine to enable the Icon to travel to events
in the future and the Council hopes that it will. At
the moment the Icon is not on public display, but
will be exposed for Fraternity events.

New Councillors Elected
Three new councillors took their places on the
Council in the last few months. Mr. Michael Barden
was elected Membership Secretary. Michael, a
native of Co. Armagh, takes responsibility for the
Member Database and Administration. Since taking
up office he has been working on an efficient
database system. As the Fraternity grows so too the
workload and organization is vital, with this in mind
an office is being set up thanks to the kindness of the
Parish Priest of St Mary’s in Drogheda, Fr Denis
Nulty, and Michael is involved in organizing that.

If you are interesting in joining us on this wonderful
pilgrimage please contact JWT and reserve your
place. Booking forms and further details are
available from JWT. The price is €845 per person,
bed and breakfast. Some optional tours will be
extra. An initial deposit of €200 per person is
required.

Mrs. Mary Cahill was elected Member Relations
Secretary and takes charge of organizing hospitality
and meeting members at events. Mary, originally
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From the Father Director
Sharing in the Mission of the Church
In his homily delivered during the First Anniversary Mass, Father Director, Fr John Hogan, reflects on the Fraternity’s mission in
the context of the Pentecost event and the mission of the Church.

The Apostles and disciples gathered around Mary,
the Mother of the Lord, in the upper room. There
they gave themselves to prayer and reflection,
waiting on the Lord. On Pentecost day he came.
The room was filled with the presence of the Holy
Spirit, and the Spirit himself descended upon those
gathered there filling them with himself. Opening
out the doors they ran out onto the city streets and
began preaching the Gospel to all who were there,
and, as the Scriptures tell us,
each person within earshot
heard them speaking in his or
her own language.
Here
begins the great apostolate of
the Church. The Apostles
and disciples would go their
separate ways to all parts of
the known world

same spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done, but
always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different
ways in different people.”
The sacrament of
confirmation, which builds upon baptism, is the
sacrament of Pentecost when we as followers of
Christ stand up and receive from God the mission he
has called us to. Like Our Lady, the Apostles and
disciples we received the Holy Spirit, the tongues of
fire as the bishop lays his hands on us and anoints us
with sacred chrism: “Be
sealed with the gift of the Holy
Spirit”. Then we are sent
out. As we celebrate this
Mass, we give thanks to the
Spirit of God who has
called and anointed us, and
ask his continued help and
inspiration.

By virtue of our baptism we
all share in the mission of the
Church, how that baptismal
duty will be exercised
depends on the state of life to
which we are called. The
Second Vatican Council in its
reflection on this draws from
the teaching of St Paul who
saw that every member of the
Mystical Body of Christ fulfils
a different role within the
Church and that together we
build up the Church. So in the
midst of this communion we
find priests, missionaries,
teachers, parents, artists, doctors and nurses,
architects and builders, those who work with their
hands, those who work with their minds, those who
work through their prayer and yes, also those who
suffer: the ones who are on the Cross with Jesus.
The great tapestry of the Church’s mission is a
varied and colourful one, and while all are united in
Christ in fidelity to his Gospel and his Church, that
unity is also expressed in a common service
manifested in every area of human life. Taking the
experience of the early Christians in the upper room
in Jerusalem we see that it is the Holy Spirit who
inspires and guides the many vocations and
missions in the Church. As we read in our second
reading: “There are a variety of gifts, but always the

It is in this context that we
come to understand the
many movements within
the Church. During his
pontificate, Pope John Paul
II initiated a day for the
many
new
ecclesial
movements, inviting them
to Rome for a celebration
and a means of expressing
their unity with Peter, he
chose Pentecost Sunday as
the day for the gathering
recognising that in these
movements, the Holy Spirit
is once again inspiring the
followers of Christ to go out into the world to preach
the Gospel to the men and women of every
language, race and nation. It is in this context that I
would like us to reflect on the Fraternity of St
Genesius. In the Fraternity we see an opportunity for
us, the faithful of Christ, to exercise our baptismal
calling in the Church’s mission to culture and the
arts. Indeed on a more personal level, we exercise
our fraternal love for those who live and work in this
area, reassuring them of the value of their gifts,
recognising the importance these gifts for the
Church and society at large, but also reminding
them of the responsibility they have to use these
gifts wisely, prudently and in the service of God.
Drawing on the teaching of Vatican II, and indeed

5

from the example of many of the saints, we see that
it will be through this service that sanctification can
take place.
We are not made saints in a pious
vacuum, we are made saints in the world, working
in the world and transforming it, and allowing God
to transform us in the process. So you might say that
the aim of the Fraternity is to make people aware,
especially those in the theatrical and cinematic arts
that they are called to be saints by excelling in their
profession as faithful disciples of Christ. As with
Our Lady and the Apostles, the Holy Spirit seeks to
come upon them and anoint them as his
missionaries.

family in union with Mary and Genesius. That
family must also grow, and it is incumbent on each
of us to play our part in helping it grow. We are
small at the moment, like the early Church in the
upper room, but we must also go out and invite
others to join us in our mission so more intercessors
will join our ranks. That will be as simple as
identifying people we know who would be willing
to offer their prayers, and if Dedicated Members
their sacrifices also, to help the Church’s mission in
this area. If every member did this our membership
would be doubled and so too our prayer. As we
celebrate our first anniversary and give God thanks
for the many blessings we have received, perhaps
we might leave with the commitment to bring a
companion into the Fraternity with us: as Jesus said
to his Apostles: “As the Father sent me, so am I sending
you”. As Genesius was condemned to death, he did
not hesitate to preach Christ again and again so that
by his death more would be inspired to follow the
One he had come to love and proclaim as his
Saviour.
For inviting us into his patronage and
mission from heaven, we thank him and ask that he
will continue to support us in our prayers and our
needs. I think we can say that here is a Saint we
have not chosen, but rather one who has chosen us:
may the Lord help us live up to the confidence he
has placed in us, in our prayers and in our efforts.

And so, my brothers and sisters, see yourselves in
the cenacle, gathering around Mary and the
Apostles, with the martyr Genesius, and together we
pray and make sacrifice, the honest offering of
ourselves and our love for those we might not know
personally, perhaps only know through the practice
of their profession, in the hope that those we pray
for will recognise the glory God has prepared for
them, and the great adventure which has been laid
out for them here on earth: the adventure of
touching the hearts of millions through their art and
turning those hearts back to Christ. I saw this
happen just a few years ago when the movie The
Passion of the Christ was released. It received mixed
reactions, but by and large many who went to see it
were touched by what they saw. They saw a
profound meditation on the suffering of Jesus and
after each screening many left the cinema silent, or
pensive or in tears. Some came back to the Christian
faith; the faith of many was deepened, and some
faced an aspect of their Christian religion which they
had not thought about. Indeed in this film not only
were we faced with the horror of the passion, but
also with the mystery of the Incarnation: He became
one of us for this; He suffered this for us? And
perhaps some asked the question: “Who are you,
God?” This movie opened doors for many, made
others ask questions and created space in many
people’s lives for God to make an entrance. This
was what one filmmaker did: there are many others
who have also been called to this mission of opening
hearts. Your mission as members of the Fraternity is
to participate in this mission through your prayer
and sacrifices. Once you enter the Fraternity you
will never be able to look at a movie screen again, or
watch television without feeling your responsibility
to pray, but also your part in the project: you are
now spiritually involved.

If we go back to the upper room, to those hours of
prayer in preparation for the coming of the Holy
Spirit and the beginning of the great mission, we see
that at the heart of that prayer was Mary, the Mother
of Jesus: she is also at the heart of the mission of
preaching the Gospel as she accompanies the
disciples of her Son, intercedes for them, helps them
and advises them: “Do whatever he tells you”. Mary is
also at the heart of the Fraternity. In June 2006 the
idea of the Fraternity was consecrated to her
Immaculate Heart as part of her mission if she
desired it: given the many graces we have received
in this last year, I believe she has accepted it. So we
are also gathered around her as she works with her
son Genesius and she looks to us to work with her in
her mission of bringing souls to her Divine Son.
Tonight as we celebrate our first anniversary, we
also thank her, the Mother of this family, for all the
graces she has obtained for us, and re‐consecrate the
Fraternity and all its members to her Heart. We are
in her hands, in her Heart, with Genesius the martyr,
and through her we offer it all to Christ: for the glory
of God, for the sake of the Gospel and the salvation of
souls. Come, Holy Spirit!

Of course you do not so alone; we do so as a family.
For those of you who are Dedicated Members, you
will know your Act of Consecration: it is written in
the plural (“we consecrate”) the offering is that of the
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First Anniversary Celebrations
On the 19th January 2008, the Fraternity celebrated its
first anniversary. To mark the occasion a Mass in
honour of the Holy Spirit was celebrated in
thanksgiving in St Mary’s Church in Drogheda on
the evening before, marking the vigil of foundation.
Chief celebrant was Fr John Hogan, Father Director,
who was joined by concelebrants Fr Denis Nulty,
Parish Priest of St Mary’s, and Fr Martin Carley. A
large number of members and non‐members
attended the Mass and reception afterwards in St
Mary’s Parish Centre.

supper. Mary Cahill, Member Relations Secretary
and her staff provided a generous spread and a good
time was had by all. (A photo montage of the Mass and
Reception accompany this article) Thanks must go to
Mrs Cahill and those who assisted. Father Director
and members of the Council also thanked all those
who assisted the Fraternity over the last year in
organising events, receptions and those involved in
organising the Messiah.
In its first year the Fraternity has spread to three
countries. The majority of members are in Ireland
(North and South), but there are also members in the
UK and the USA mainly on the East coast and the
Midwest.
It is hoped that in the next year
recruitment efforts in the UK and US will increase
membership there. Your prayers are asked for these
efforts. Fraternitas will keep you informed as to how
these projects are getting on.

Welcoming the members at the beginning of Mass,
Fr John reflected on the many graces received in the
previous year; a year which saw not only the birth of
the Fraternity but also its official approval as an
association of the Church. A successful novena in
August culminated in a magnificent celebratory
performance of Handel’s Messiah and the feast day
Mass celebrated by Bishop Michael Smith, Bishop of
Meath.
The Proto‐Icon of St Genesius which had
been commission and delivered some time before
foundation was consecrated by Bishop Smith and
dedicated as the Image of the family of prayer. Fr
John thanked Fr Denis Nulty, Parish Priest of St
Mary’s for his support over the first year. He also
thanked his fellow curate, Fr Martin Carley and
those priests who have taken the Fraternity to their
hearts.

The Story so far…
27th June 2006: During a pilgrimage to Fátima, the
idea of the Fraternity is confided to Our Lady and
consecrated to her Immaculate Heart at the
Capelinha (site of the apparitions), after a number
of years discernment.
19th January 2007: Fraternity founded in Drogheda,
Ireland, and formation of acting Council.
7th August 2007: The Acting Council ratifies and
adopts the Constitution of the Fraternity.

During the Mass Sr Eucharia Kenny, Council
member read the first reading, the account of the
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost from the Acts
of the Apostles, and member Caroline McCamley
read the second reading from St Paul’s First Letter to
the Corinthians. The Gospel was read by Fr John
who preached. In his homily (printed in full in the
Father Director’s column), Fr John, reflected on the
Fraternity in the life of the Church and her mission.
The Church’s mission, he said, is a varied tapestry
where all the members of the Church participate
according to their gifts, talents expressed through
various vocations.
Referring to the many new
ecclesial movements which have had such a vital
role in evangelisation in recent years, Fr John
suggested that the members of the Fraternity should
reflect on these movements, and see our new
association as another of these, albeit in the early
stages, and seize the opportunity for all of us to
exercise our role as the baptized evangelising in the
area of culture and the arts.

25th August 2007: Bishop Michael Smith of Meath
presides over the Feast Day Mass of St Genesius in
St Mary’s Church, Drogheda, bringing a successful
novena to its conclusion. During the Mass the
Constitution is presented to Bishop Smith, who is
the local Ordinary, with a request that the Church
grant it formal approval as a private association of
Christ’s faithful. The Proto‐Icon of St Genesius is
anointed and consecrated by Bishop Smith, and
dedicated to service within the Fraternity.
27th August 2007: Bishop Michael Smith formally
approves the Fraternity and gives permission for
the association to call itself ‘Catholic’.
19th November 2007: First Fraternity Prayer Group
is established, meeting monthly in St Mary’s
Church, Drogheda.
19th January 2008:
anniversary.

Following the Mass light refreshments were served
in St Mary’s Parish Centre near the Church, and
many members of the congregation partook of the

Fraternity celebrates its first

4th February 2008: Fraternity is granted charitable
status and is now a Registered Charity in Ireland.
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A Photo Montage of the Fraternity’s Celebration of the First Anniversary

Fr John Hogan, Father Director, incenses the Proto‐Icon
at the beginning of the Mass of Thanksgiving.
Councillor Elizabeth King and Member Liz Malony
present the bread and wine during the Offertory
Procession.
Moments during the Liturgy of the Eucharist:

Sr Eucharia Kenny, RSM, Councillor: Apostolate for
Epilepsy, reads the First Reading: Acts 2:1-11.

Dedicated Member Caroline McCamley reads the Epistle:

1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-12.
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Some of the congregation taking refreshments afterwards.

The Proto‐Icon enthroned in the Sanctuary.

“Tea ladies” Melanie and Sarah‐Louise Cahill smile for
the camera as they take a break from serving.

Fr Martin Carley, CC, and Fr Denis Nulty, PP, VF, who
concelebrated.

Fr Denis joins members (l‐r) Valerie Walker, Kathleen
Harmon and Anne Barden in a joke as the tea takes effect.

Members Brendan McDermott, Rita O’Hare and
Kathleen McDermott during the Mass.
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The first bite is always the best: Member Relations
Secretary Mary Cahill shares the experience as Pat
McGuinness and Margaret Morgan look on.
Treasurer, John Cahill sits back from it all for a moment
before contemplating the bill.

Membership Secretary Michael Barden and Caroline
McCamley.
Councillor, Sr Carmel Casey, DC, in conversation with
member Mona Mooney.

Musican Timmy Goggin takes a welcome cuppa after
providing beautiful music for the liturgy.

Members Dolores McKenna, Eileen Garvey, Ellen Garvey
and Sarah‐Louise Cahill.
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St Monica: Model for the Fraternity
St Monica, the famous mother of St Augustine spent her life interceding for the conversion of her son. As one whose life was
prayer, Christopher McCamley examines how she is a model for the members of the Fraternity, especially the Dedicated Members
who give of themselves in prayer and sacrifice.

tempered mother to live with Monica. Patricius
always maintained a certain respect for Monica,
despite complaining about her piety and her good
works. Ironically, it was Monica’s prayers and
sacrifices and good example which eventually
helped her husband (and mother‐in‐law) convert to
Christianity, shortly before his death in 371.

“Actors!? Why should we pray for them; sure there’s
other people far more worthy of our prayer. What about
the sick or the poor or priests, or the pro‐life cause?”
Some of you may have had that reaction when you
mention the Fraternity to people. You may even
have had that thought yourself. Sometimes people,
who begin to pray regularly, particularly if they
come to prayer through less traditional means of a
New Age type, may find the idea of praying for
others difficult. Where does “the other” fit in when
I’m trying to become one
with God?

Her oldest child, Augustine, was 17 when his father
died and a student of rhetoric in Carthage. He was
following the Manichean heresy and living a life far
from
moral.
Monica
banished him from the
house but then had a
dream or a vision telling
her he would return to the
faith. After that Monica
followed
Augustine,
always in prayer and
fasting,
sometimes
in
person. He fled to Rome
and then to Milan with
Monica, the hound of
heaven, in pursuit. And
there,
through
the
Scriptures and the local
bishop, St Ambrose, his
heart came to rest in the
Catholic Church with his
baptism at Easter, 387.
Soon afterwards Monica
died, her work done.

Martin Luther, following St
Augustine, describes the
condition
of
sin
as
“incurvatus est” – turned in
on ourselves. And it is a
condition which can affect
us even when we begin to
pray, when we forget “the
other” or when we start
making judgements as to
who is worthy of our
prayer.
St Augustine,
searching for God or truth
or his self, floundered when
he did so relying on
himself,
on
his
own
strengths,
his
own
intelligence,
his
own
insights. He was eventually
led to turn away from
himself, thanks to “an
other”: his own mother, St Monica, and turned
towards “the Other”, who is Christ, embodied in the
Church.
Augustine would later write: “You have
made us for yourself O Lord, and our hearts are restless
until they rest in you” he searched relentlessly but
only found God in rest, in prayer, in contemplation –
and that prayer began with his mother, St Monica.

When we in the Fraternity
undertake to pray and offer
sacrifice for someone we take on a holy and solemn
responsibility. It is not the work of a moment; we
may never see the fruits of our efforts and this can be
hard for people who want instant answers to their
prayers. St Monica, whose feast we celebrate on 27th
August, just two days after the feast of St Genesius,
is a real model of patience for us.

St Monica lived in the fourth century, in Tagaste in
North Africa. She had three relationships that were a
source of great pain to her, but which she brought to
God in prayer and in personal sacrifices. Although
she was a Christian, she was forced to marry a
pagan, Patricius, who had a violent temper and a
roving eye. And worse, he brought his rather bad‐

Now already some readers may be thinking, “Well
that’s different – she prayed for her own family, of course
we all do that – but why pray for strangers?” Dustin
Hoffman in the film, Meet the Fokkers, calls someone,
“My brother from a different mother” pointing,
however vaguely, to that line in St Paul’s Letter to the
Romans in which he tells us that each person we
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St Monica had a particular relationship with her son,
St Augustine that was stronger than the flesh. As
Augustine drifted farther and farther from her, “into
the land of unlikeness”, of sin and heresy, more and
more she strengthened her relationship with him in
God, through prayer and sacrifice.

encounter is “the brother for whom Christ died” (Rom
14:15) and we become one in the Mystical Body of
Christ.
Relationship is at the heart of our faith; it begins in
the heart of the Trinity, that loving interplay of three
persons that allows Christians alone to understand,
as St John tell us, that God is love. It continues in the
loving relationship between God and his creatures –
for God made us to love and be loved. In its starkest
we see it between the crucified Christ and his
Church, a love unto death. We see it in the love
between Mary and the Lord, a relationship based
both on flesh and faith, the woman who
accompanied Jesus to his death and tended for his
body and continues to accompany us and tend to his
Mystical Body, the Church. My brother from a
different mother? My brother with the same Mother,
for as the Third Century martyr bishop of Carthage,
St Cyprian wrote: “He who would have God as his
Father must have the Church as his mother”. And it is
that relationship with God our Father that binds us
together into relationship with each other. When we
pray as Christ taught us, we say “Our Father”, not
“my father”.

In faith we are one with God. And from this it
follows that we, as members of his Mystical Body,
are one in God. St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
(Edith Stein) describes it well: “If God is in us and if
He is love, then it cannot be otherwise but to love one
another.…It is different from a natural, human love which
affects this one or that one who may be related to us, or
who may be close to use because of bonds of temperament
or common interests. The rest are “strangers” who don’t
concern us, perhaps even by their presence annoy us.”
I began, perhaps unusually, with Martin Luther,
Protestant reformer; I’ll end with Martin Luther
King Junior, the great civil rights activist, who said
that “Before you can change someone you have to love
them and they have to know they are loved”. We hope
and pray that through the Fraternity of St Genesius
many people will come to know that they are loved.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Life of St Monica
St Monica was born in Thagaste in Roman North Africa,
now Souk‐Ahras in Algeria, around the year 331. Her
parents being Christian, she and brought up in the faith.
Her childhood was uneventful until her adolescence when
she was entrusted with running the household. One of her
duties was to tend to the wine‐cellar, and curious as to what
wine tasted like, Monica first began to take a sip from the
vat but soon began to indulge to a serious degree. It was the
mocking chiding of a servant that brought to realize she had
a drinking problem. Devastated by the servant’s remarks
and by her own dependence on alcohol, she took decisive
action and managed to overcome her addiction. For the rest
of her life she confined herself to a few sips of wine at a
meal to be sociable. The experience had a profound
influence on her, her faith and allowed her gain an insight
into herself. When she was 20 her parents arranged for her
to marry a young pagan, Patricius. He was hardly what the
devout Monica expected in a husband: he was dissolute,
sometimes violent (although he never hit her) and marital
fidelity was not high on his agenda. He also came with a
difficult mother who proved to be a nightmare for Monica
throughout the marriage. Despite this, Monica gave birth to
three children: two sons, Augustine and Navigus, and a
daughter, Perpetua. Monica tried to instil Christian values
in each of the three, but Augustine proved to be quite
stubborn. Years of marital unhappiness eventually bore
fruit in 370 when Patricius and his mother, won over by
Monica’s faith and perseverance, converted to Christianity
and were baptised: the grace of the sacrament seemed also
to change their troublesome ways. Patricius died the
following year after what was for Monica the happiest year

of her married life. But trouble did not abandon her:
Augustine, now studying Rhetoric in Carthage, joined the
Manichean sect and took a mistress who would soon bear
him a son. Once again Monica resorted to prayer and
sacrifice, while banning Augustine from the house in the
hope that the shock would bring him to his senses. He was
not inclined, and when he got the first chance, he fooled his
mother and left for Rome. As soon as she discovered the
wile, Monica followed him. He fled Rome for Milan; again
she followed him there where she met and made an ally of St
Ambrose, the Bishop of Milan. He famously remarked to her
that the child of so many tears would not be lost. Meanwhile
Augustine also fell under the spell of St Ambrose, and before
long he was reconciled to his mother and seeking baptism.
Monica’s prayers were finally answered at Easter 387 when
Augustine was baptised by St Ambrose. Augustine, now
living with Monica decided to return to North Africa to
reflect on where God was calling him. He, Monica, his son
Adeodatus, and some companions left for Ostia, the port of
Rome, to await a ship. There, in a garden, Monica and
Augustine shared in a vision which seemed to cement the
communion which existed between them. However, Monica
had understood for a while that her time had come, and soon
after the vision she died in Ostia. Augustine was
heartbroken; respecting his mother’s wishes to be buried in
Ostia, he then returned to North Africa. Monica’s body
remained in Ostia for a time and later translated to Rome to
the Church of St Augustine, where they lie to this day. She is
considered an exemplary model of womanhood and
motherhood, while being invoked as a patroness of married
women, and of alcoholics. Her feast day is the 27th August.
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A Friendship to Cherish
Martin O’Brien, Actor, Director, Producer, Artistic Director of Ten Ten Theatre and friend of the Fraternity tells the story of his
relationship with St Genesius and of how his insistent friend helped his dream for a Christian theatrical company in Britain come
true.

Friendships start in many different ways.
Sometimes you meet someone and hit it off straight
away ‐ you have so many things in common and it is
exciting to share your life with this person.
Sometimes you can’t remember when a friendship
began because it feels like it has always been there;
school friends often fit this description.
And
sometimes friendships are slow‐burners ‐ an
acquaintance becomes a colleague who becomes an
ally who becomes a confidante who becomes a
trusted friend. The latter definition best fits me and
my friendship with St Genesius.

clearly on the application form was the name
“Genesius”. He was the patron saint of the Guild,
indeed the patron saint of actors. It was a great
comfort to know that we had our own patron saint!
Fast forward six years to 1999. My career started to
take a different turn. Although having had some
success as an actor, I also faced the grim reality of
fierce competition and unemployment. At the same
time, I became more involved in the Church,
especially youth work using drama. I had written a
play for young people about teenage pregnancy and
abortion with a pro‐life message
and it was picked up by the
organisation LIFE to be made
into a film for schools. When
casting for actors, I looked up
the number of the Catholic Stage
Guild once again and called
them to ask if they had any
actors that might be interested in
this kind of work and message.
Once again, I was challenged.
“Why haven’t you joined the
Guild?” This time, I could not
find any lame excuses so duly
joined. For some reason, the
Catholic Church right in the
heart of the Covent Garden had
passed me by until this moment.
I must have visited dozens of churches in and
around London, but not the one that was closest to
the heartbeat of the acting community.

I first became acquainted with St
Genesius many years ago. As a
young actor, I left my home town
of Runcorn to take a job in the
West End. It was an exciting time
for me, landing my first job in a
musical in the heart of theatre‐
land, and it had all the highs and
pit‐falls that an eighteen‐year‐old
would face in such a position. On
our day off (Sundays) I would
find myself going to Mass in
different
churches
around
London.
It was familiar and
comforting and I was most
definitely
searching
for
something. As luck would have it
– or as I later learned, through God’s grace ‐ I met a
priest who served as chaplain to some of the West
End theatres. He must have recognised in me a
spiritual hunger and so he introduced me to people
and influences that would reshape the path of my
life.

Corpus Christi in Maiden Lane is often known as
“The Actors’ Church” alongside its Anglican
counterpart, St Paul’s. This church has been the
spiritual home of the Catholic Stage Guild for many
years and also houses a statue of St Genesius.
Genesius plays an important role in the life of the
Guild. A prayer is said to him at the main
gatherings and one of the clergy makes it his job to
give out prayer cards to practising‐Catholics, lapsed‐
Catholics or simply‐just‐interested‐in‐Catholics in
theatres throughout the West End. As I became
more involved in the Guild I joined the Committee
and also set up a branch of the Guild called ACTS
for younger members which thrived for a few years.
Genesius, like many of the other members past and
present, became a colleague, an associate.

The day after my contract in the West End ended, I
went to Lourdes on a pilgrimage with Westminster
Diocese. There I met many wonderful and holy
people, including the late Cardinal Basil Hume. He
was a warm, gentle man who took great interest in
my career as an actor. He explained that he was
President of the Catholic Stage Guild, an
organisation now almost 100 years old, and
suggested I should consider joining.
When I
returned from Lourdes, I looked up the address in
The Stage and requested an application form.
Something stopped me from joining. Perhaps I
wasn’t ready for it, I don’t know.
But that
application stayed in my bottom drawer for many
months, perhaps years. But one thing I remember

Then, a few years ago, I received an email from Fr
John Hogan in Ireland who was considering setting
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whose shoulders I could relieve my own career
stresses and burdens. Evidence of his power was
indicated almost immediately. Within minutes of
receiving an email of confirmation that two people
had been assigned as prayer‐support, a second email
came through to confirm that we had received our
first grant of £10,000. The timing was comical and it
gave me great confidence in the effect (and humour)
of Genesius. Two weeks later, a cheque
came through the door for £5,000; a
couple of weeks after that, a pledge for
£20,000. There is still more to raise, but it
is so wonderfully encouraging to sense
that we are on the right path with our
efforts, and have the backing of Genesius
in our work.

up the Fraternity of St Genesius. He asked me to
bring it to the attention of the Catholic Stage Guild
committee, and he forwarded some literature that he
was preparing as part of the Fraternity. Until this
point, I still knew very little about Genesius. He was
there, in the background, but I never bothered
getting to know him all that well. Through the
material of the Fraternity, I was able to know him a
little better: know his history, his
impact. More importantly, Fr John
was telling me what a powerful ally
he could be, serving the needs that I
and so many others in the industry
have. I was starting to see Genesius
in a new light.
However, he did not move from ally
to confidante until a couple of years
later. My career was changing shape
quickly. I had all but stopped acting
and was now a professional writer for
TV and radio. I was also writing and
producing theatre in churches
throughout London. This then led on
to the formation of Ten Ten Theatre, a
company with a Catholic ethos
working mainly in schools, churches
and prisons throughout the UK. Ten
Ten Theatre was an instant success
and in 2007, our first year of business,
we performed to over 15,000 young
people. However, all was not plain
sailing. The economics of theatre
mean that it is very, very difficult to
exist and sustain ourselves on income
from ticket sales alone.
Despite
receiving a high percentage of our
income through bookings, we were
still running the company at a loss and this could
not continue for much longer at all.
Critical
decisions had to be made if we were going to
continue to exist.

Don’t get me wrong, I am under no
illusion that St Genesius is some kind of
money‐machine! On the contrary, these
coincidences are indicators of the real
power of Genesius – to bring us closer to
Christ. He has my trust and this puts
him in a very powerful position in my
life. In my office, there now hangs an
icon of St Genesius, commissioned by the
Fraternity. I find this painting beautiful
and endlessly fascinating. Over the past
couple of months, I have written two
new plays with this image looking over
me. The outstretched palm of Genesius
says many different things. Sometimes
he is encouraging me, gently pushing me
onwards, telling me to keep going. At
other times, his hand is a warning,
helping me to change my thought‐
process or track. But most of the time,
when I am just working there and not
looking at the icon, I believe that the hand of
Genesius is blessing me as I take each tiny step on
this path I have chosen.
My friendship with Genesius has developed over a
long period of time. I am grateful to the Fraternity
for the role it has played in bringing us together. He
is now my confidante. He is my adviser. He is my
writing partner. Genesius brings me closer to Christ.
And that is a friendship to cherish.

Once again, Fr John encouraged me to turn to
Genesius – put him on the spot if I have to! So I did.
In prayer, I handed this work over to Genesius. I
also requested some prayer support from the
Fraternity and was assured that a couple of members
in particular would offer up their prayers for Ten
Ten. Genesius became a confidante, someone on

Ten Ten Theatre’s website: www.tenten.co.uk

“Your apostolate does not only aim at the progress of individual souls. It aims at forming a new mentality in society,
giving it a new imprint, a new direction. We often fall into the error of wanting to see fruit in a particular soul. But
the greater fruit is in promoting a mentality in society, a Christian mentality, which will produce Christian life and
sentiment, the fear of God, and, in short, assure spiritual vitality for souls and a Christian society.”

Blessed James Alberione, Apostle of the Media
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Meditations on the Proto‐Icon of St Genesius:
1. The Face (Part One)
Fr John Hogan
Fr John begins a series of meditations on the Proto‐Icon of St Genesius. In this first meditation he reflects on the face and sees in it,
among many other themes, a call to Christian discipleship. Here we present the first part of the meditation on the face, with part
two in the next issue.
close. Knowing the story of its ‘writing’, of the prayer and
suffering which was the preparation for its birth, of the
graces poured down as it was being born and of the
tremendous presence it represents, I am aware that there
are many lessons here for us in this image. Here I believe
we may find the Scriptures written in symbolic form – not
just the artistic form, but in a more radical way in the
representation of a man of flesh and blood who was lately
born to Christ and in his brief life as a disciple lived and
died for the Gospel. Here, in this image, then, we see the
Christian way; here we may see a sign pointing to Jesus
Christ himself. And so this Icon, a humble work of
human hands, is a ladder which we may use to deepen
our understanding and our love of God. Christ is
everything, and though we reflect on this work before us,
we do so to learn more about Christ, what he has done for
us and what he offers us: to be drawn closer to Christ.
Genesius is a servant, and this Icon is also a servant, an
instrument. During the liturgy of the Icon’s consecration,
this instrument’s ‘mission’ was recalled as it was
dedicated to God in the prayer of offering.
All who ‘encounter’ this Icon are drawn first to the face.
In our first view we see the face of a young man who
looks, not at us, but to something beyond us – to someone
beyond us. While his body and posture engage with us,
his face is directed elsewhere. At first this is hard for us;
we want him to look at us. If we turn to this image as a
means of focusing our prayer, we want the one whose
intercession we are requesting to encounter us; but there
is a deeper message here. It seems he is trying to redirect
our gaze. We do not see what he sees, but yet it is
reflected in his features, in his eyes, in the luminosity of
his aspect. The saints are the ones who want to lead us to
God – to find him if we do not know him. One of the
criticisms other Christians make of us Catholics and
Orthodox is that we seem to worship images. Our
theology of images is much more subtle: we use them as
aids to prayer – they are representational. In this Icon the
Catholic/Orthodox thinking on images is made clear –
Genesius wants to lead us to God and so we are invited
by him to follow his gaze in our hearts and look towards
God. And as we direct our hearts, our prayer and our
entire selves to God, we suddenly discover that it is in
encountering God that we encounter Genesius and he
encounters us. We will not be deprived of knowing him
or deprived of his company – we will have it, but always
in the context and presence of God.

Many of those who spend a few moments in prayer
before the Proto‐Icon of St Genesius often speak to me of
the beauty of the work. Some even say that there is more
than just artistic beauty in it. I would agree. The stylistic
elegance of the Greek Icon is renowned, but here there is
something else. The theological tradition of the East
teaches us that in these images, consecrated to the service
of God, indeed consecrated as ‘missionaries’ and
‘evangelists’, we happen upon instruments of grace
through which we encounter the one depicted. A young
priest friend of mine always waxes lyrical about the Icon
whenever it comes up in conversation: “It has captured
Genesius”, he says, “it is him!” It seems almost to be a
living, breathing image. The theology of Icons preserved
and taught by the Eastern Rites of our Church and the
Orthodox Churches explores this ‘living’ dimension of
the Icon.
In these few moments, as I pray and meditate before this
image of St Genesius, I would like to explore the inner
beauty of the Icon, this instrument of grace, this image of
one who gave his life for Christ; and seek to understand
something of the message God wishes to impart to those
who gaze upon it. I am aware of the tremendous
privilege of being able to do this, of having this image so

As we ponder on the features of our Saint we see, first of
all, the face of suffering. The noble Roman is dishevelled:
he wears a beard (unusual, we may think, for a Roman),

15

it more authentic and personal. But, for a moment, let us
allow the image of the Saint’s hair teach us something
about human personality in the light of God’s plan.

he is tired. Surely we should get some hint of the glory
he now has in the kingdom of God – icons are supposed
to capture and communicate that glory – isn’t that why
we have that almost profligate layer of gold in the
background: it represents heaven. Perhaps we are
getting a glimpse of his life and death which actually led
him to heaven. We see suffering traced across his face,
and yet again his face is alive: there is a luminosity about
it. A priest friend of mine said that he sensed sadness in
Genesius’ look – perhaps. Or we may sense intensity.
Perhaps we see both. His sadness may speak of many
sad encounters in his life; or of the concerns he now
bears as intercessor. Perhaps we see in his flesh the
presence of the Cross: he is, after all, a martyr. If this is
an expression of the Cross revealed in a most personal
way in his face, we must understand that the Cross here
is a ladder for Genesius: it was the means of his
glorification, his baptism (of blood) and his entering into
eternal life.

Unlike Hinduism and Buddhism, as Christians we believe
that when we die and, hopefully, enter into heaven, we
are not absorbed into God losing our individuality; we
retain it. As we enter into the perfection of heaven our
unique personhood reaches its perfection and fulfilment;
and as grace perfects our nature our personalities emerge
in all their beauty, colour and individuality. St Teresa of
Avila, the great Spanish mystic, was one of those Saints
who attained a high degree of holiness in this life (dare we
say she reached perfection?). Yet she never lost her
personality, in fact she found it. She was wittier,
shrewder, more loving and generous, a joy to be with. We
could say that as she grew in holiness St Teresa became
more herself; so too with our friend Genesius. If I may
paraphrase Pope Benedict’s words at the Mass of the
Solemn Inauguration of his pontificate: Genesius lost
nothing in surrendering to Christ, but gained everything.

St Paul tells us in his Letter to the Romans that the life
and death of each of us has its influence on others: when
we come to honour the Saints we seek to be inspired and
influenced by their example. As the lines of suffering
trail across Genesius’ face we are consoled in our
suffering and given strength – he too has suffered: he
understands; he intercedes, he helps and he guides. As
he looks on the face of the Lord who also suffered, he
and Christ bear a likeness in their suffering: if we bear
our sufferings with faith, and unite them with Christ’s
then we too will bear a likeness with our Saviour in
suffering, and hopefully, in rising from that suffering to
new life. Again, Genesius directs our attention away
from him to the Lord: “Jesus Christ is God, and we shall
have life in his name”, he declares in the Acts of his
martyrdom. Genesius cannot save us, but he can direct
us to the one who can.

Genesius has a singular personality: he is a livewire. He
has a lively sense of humour, but also an insistence and
persuasiveness that is hard to resist (I speak from
personal experience!). He is still ambitious, but now for
the higher things – no longer for himself since he has
them now in heaven, but now for those he holds in his
heart: those under his patronage and those who turn to
him in prayer. He is alive in heaven, very much so: he has
the fullness of life; and his life is the glory of God as St
Irenaeus teaches us in his writings. We might think it is
prosaic to meditate on his hair, but in this icon we might
see that it points to Genesius’ personality: a personality
which can be experienced in relationship with him.
Drawing further on St Irenaeus’ teaching, we are led to
understand that we are also called to enter into the
fullness of life to bring glory to God. When we see this as
central to our existence then we can turn to look at
ourselves, at our personalities, and see that while they are
unique and gifted, they also need to be purified and
transformed through grace so we are freed to become
truly ourselves in the light of God. Genesius’ conversion
provides us with great hope here. Not only was he won
for Christ, but as God’s grace touched him, it also touched
his personality and it was transformed. Conversions can
be sudden, but they are not out of the blue: God is already
preparing the way, planting the seed and the person is
already aware, in some way, of a call.
Genesius
experienced this. He had been pondering over Jesus and
the Gospel since his period of instruction with the
Christians of Rome, and even though he was using them
for his own ambitions, that time was also used by God to
win the actor’s heart. There is always hope. When we
pray for the conversion of others we must always
remember that even in the midst of sin, God is trying to
till the soil of the heart. While all this is true we must not
forget that in all things, God respects our freewill – we are
not enslaved to grace, but rather it is offered and we are
invited to accept.

A few months after the Icon was finished, I was showing
it to a friend of mine. She was fascinated by his hair, as
were a few others in the time since. His hair does stand
out – wild and vibrant and, in a wholly artistic way,
seeming to reveal a wild and vibrant personality: a man
alive (my friend said at the time, he must have been
dangerous to know!).
One of the joys of prayer is
coming to know the saints we pray to: through time
spent in conversation with them, we come to see their
individual personalities. Through prayer, many have
found St Genesius to be quite a character; we can
imagine what he was like in life. As an actor he was
most likely an extrovert: the life and the soul of the party,
and given the decadence of Roman life at the time, there
were plenty of parties. Genesius has other concerns
now, but his personality remains: first of all, taking the
cue from the image of his hair, we are reminded that he
is a living person, a real person: in prayer we are meeting
a true human being and forming a relationship. This of
course reminds us that prayer is about relationship –
relationship with God and then with others: this insight
can take much of the fear out of our prayer life and make
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REVIEWS
Book Review: Movies That Matter, Fr Richard Leonard, SJ
Caroline McCamley
spring. Lent means spring, a time when Christians
can look at what change is necessary in our lives.

Jesuit Father Richard Leonard was in Dublin
recently publicizing his book Movies That Matter:
Reading Film Through the Lens of Faith. Peter Sheridan,
the Irish playwright, screenwriter and director,
launched the book in Trinity College on the 20th of
February.
Fr. Leonard is the Director of the
Australian Catholic Office for Film and Broadcasting
and has an impressive CV. In addition to the usual
theological qualifications we expect of a Jesuit, he
engaged in graduate studies with the London Film
School at Covent Garden and has a PhD in Film
Studies from the University of Melbourne. He has
also served on the juries of several prestigious
International Film Festivals.

Leonard does not confine himself to “nice” movies
and “social justice movies”, although there are quite
a few of the latter. He looks at the issues of violence,
murder, genocide and evil. Movies about these dark
issues can teach us so much. Leonard believes that
we should “use” the cinema where possible in the
service of the Gospel. In his list of films he finds
moments to teach about the Eucharist, reconciliation,
virtue, discernment, temperance, truth, the sanctity
of life, martyrdom, evangelism and grace, and much
more.
This short book (175 pages) makes very easy
reading, and questions for reflection and discussion
are provided for each film. His analysis is simple,
much of it quite obvious, as is some of his choice of
movies. Leonard’s work is clearly subjective, and no
doubt some of his analysis will cause disagreement.
This is in a sense I suppose the point of the book.
This is not the type of book that you would read
cover to cover, but it would be a good resource for
media education in a Catholic school.

Fr Leonard has a great job: he gets paid to go to the
movies! He believes that his job is the perfect place
for a Jesuit to be, where he gets to engage with the
world where value formation happens. He urges
Christians not to be afraid of the media culture, but
rather to be critical and intelligent.
Media culture can be a powerful tool in the
formation of society’s values, and we need to be
aware of the “catechesis” that it provides, he says.
Movies have a lot to say, directly and indirectly
about God, good, evil, human nature, relationships
and morality. We need to be able to critically
examine the ideologies being presented. The book’s
aim is to help us “read” films and to gain a deeper
understanding of their messages. It also encourages
us to look at the secular world with a Christian
perspective.

“In our prayer we might ask Christ to enable us to be
shrewd and committed in the way we view media, careful
about the way we speak about it, consume it, blame it and
boldly use it in the service of the Gospel.” From an
address given by Fr Richard Leonard in Brisbane.

Dates for your Diary
nd

2
June.
Celebration of the Feast of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Patroness of the
Fraternity.

The book examines 54 films from Lord of the Rings,
City of God, Dead Poets Society, Schindler’s List, The
Godfather, The Exorcist, Unforgiven, Life is Beautiful,
Chocolat, Groundhog Day, to Finding Nemo and Bruce
Almighty. There is something in there for everyone
and Leonard provides numerous Christian insights
that many of us would miss.

27th June. Anniversary of the Consecration of
the Fraternity to the Immaculate Heart.
17th August. Beginning of the Annual Novena to
St Genesius (full programme to be announced).

Examining one of the movies in his book, Fr Leonard
suggests that Groundhog Day, for example, is about
creation, conversion, and Lent. The main character
Phil Connors (played by Bill Murray) is unhappy
with his life and in the film, through a strange “re‐
run” of time, he relives the same day for 34 days
(three plus four equals seven, signifying the days of
creation). Phil’s journey of re‐creation involves
embracing love, truth, forgiveness, joy and
generosity; each day being a building block for the
next. His conversion happens as winter turns to

25th August. Feast of St Genesius. Solemn Feast
Day Mass in St Mary’s Church, Drogheda, at
7.30pm. Chief celebrant: the Most Rev. Michael
Smith, Bishop of Meath, Protector Bishop of the
Fraternity.
27th August.
Approval.

First Anniversary of Official

24th – 31st October. First Fraternity pilgrimage to
Rome.
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“There is a way to be good again”
Film Review: The Kite Runner
Fr John Hogan
Almost resentful of his friend’s ability to love Amir
feels the need to constantly test Hassan’s love which
is obviously unconditional and sacrificial in nature.

There is always one major difficulty for a filmmaker
when it comes to adapting a popular novel for the
screen and this is simply the risk that the novel’s
fans will not take to the film and sound the movie’s
death knell. It is a risk that sometimes pays off, as it
did for Peter Jackson when he filmed the Lord of the
Rings trilogy, and sometimes not. Such was the risk
that awaited Marc Foster when he decided to
adaptAfghan‐American novelist Khaled Hosseini’s
best selling debut novel, The Kite Runner for the
screen. Hosseini’s novel topped the book charts and
was the staple of book clubs in the English speaking
world for months: a movie was
inevitable.
Hosseini’s
characterization, the heart‐
rending plot and evocative
writing touched the hearts and
minds of many: could Foster
and company produce a work
that would be recognizable and
appeal
to
the
critical
imaginations of Hosseini’s fan
base? By all accounts it seems
they have.

Amir, the outsider, seems to be a young Everyman
for our age, dealing, not so successfully, with the
inadequacy which marks fallen human nature. This
lack in Amir leads to tragedy as he fails to act to save
his friend Hassan who makes a difficult sacrifice for
Amir. Here the betrayal is omission, inaction, and
while Hassan (in the movie) is unaware that Amir
could have helped him (the novel provides evidence
that he did know), he is prepared to continue the
close nature of their relationship,
but Amir grows to hate his friend
and eventually causes their
separation
through
another
unjust action. The adult Amir
must face himself by facing the
betrayal and in this he finds
peace and redemption. This
quest for forgiveness also
involves God, and we are not
surprised to see providence at
work to bring Amir to his knees
to ask pardon of God. This is his
new beginning and in the final
scenes of the movie we see a man
with a new freedom, a man who
can become what he always
longed to be.
But this new
freedom is not for him alone – it
is for the service of others: for
Sohrab, Hassan’s orphaned son.

The Kite Runner is set against the
Russian
invasion
of
Afghanistan and later, the
Taliban régime. It tells the story
of two friends Amir, the son of
a wealthy and renowned
Afghan official, and Hassan, the
son of the family’s servant.
While the two boys are close,
personal issues and events lead
Amir to betray his friend. Years later, the adult
Amir, now living in the US, has to come to terms
with his betrayal as he returns to Afghanistan to
rescue the deceased Hassan’s son. The journey
proves to be a pilgrimage of repentance.

The Kite Runner is a remarkable
movie and worth watching. While it contains some
disturbing scenes, they are necessary for the story
and are portrayed carefully and sensitively. The
acting is excellent, particularly that of the two
Afghan boys who play the young Amir and Hassan.
It presents a positive message which admirably
appeals to the Christian faith and its teaching on
forgiveness and redemption. A life‐affirming movie,
it does not shy away from the fallen nature of man,
but, contrary to the modern views of man as perfect
or depraved or just lost in a meaningless existence, it
sees that redemption is possible through a journey of
purification. For this reason it is refreshing and a
fine example of how film can serve humanity’s quest
to understand the meaning of life, rediscover hope
and acquaint himself with God and his neighbour.

The movie is essentially about the need for
forgiveness and satisfaction. Amir must seek the
forgiveness of his dead friend – vicariously through
his saving his dead friend’s son, Sorhab, and he
finds an element of peace in this. Amir is a tragic
figure: he feels inadequate in the presence of
goodness and unable to respond to love. His
relationship with his father is strained because he is
not as good as his father, but perhaps his father’s
goodness to others may have alienated his son.
Amir’s relationship with Hassan is also strained.
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“Get Ready for Prince Caspian”
Film Preview: The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian
Mark Earley
Narnia? Will Lucy follow what she believes to be
Aslan?

In about a month, Hollywood will bring the second
book of C. S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia to the silver
screen. And whether you are a parent introducing
your kids to Narnia for the first time, or looking for
an excuse to recapture the magical wonder of your
own childhood, it is a good time to dust off a copy of
Prince Caspian. While you will not find the spiritual
lessons in Prince Caspian
quite as obvious as those
you remember from The
Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe, you will find
plenty of profound truths
about the Christian faith—
delivered in a way that
only the master, C. S.
Lewis, could do.

Here is something with which Christians today can
certainly relate. It is one thing to be among the first
witnesses who exult in the risen Christ. It is quite
another to act out of faith when the stories of His
witnesses are so many
centuries removed from
our world. As Jesus told
doubting
Thomas,
“Blessed are those who have
not seen, and yet have
believed” (John 20:29).
This is our world, and
this is the world of
Caspian, as well.
In this tale, as much as
we learn about faith and
doubt, there is also much
to learn about the nature
of Jesus. As Leland
Ryken
and
Marjorie
Mead put in the newly
released, A Reader’s Guide
to Caspian, what Aslan is
like is the “primary
theological question of
Prince Caspian.” And in it
we find several answers
that apply to our own
Christian walk.

The saga of Prince Caspian
unfolds
in
a
world
hundreds of years removed
from the Narnia of The
Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe. In this age into
which
the
Pevensie
children
are
suddenly
thrust, the evil King Miraz
reigns and only a remnant
of people actually believe
those childish stories of
Aslan, the Stone Table, and
a time when animals
talked.

After not seeing Aslan
for a long time, when the
children are finally reunited, Lewis tells us that the
children “felt as glad as anyone can who feels afraid,
and as afraid as anyone can who feels glad.”

Like Lucy, Edmund, Susan,
and Peter, we enter a world
of skepticism that is very much like our own. Let’s
just say that the best‐selling books in Miraz’s
kingdom could easily have been titled The Aslan
Delusion and Aslan Is Not Great. Like our children,
young Caspian grows up in an age when most
people say, “Who actually believes in Aslan nowadays?”

I do not have time to share all the riches to be
gleaned from reading or re‐reading Prince Caspian.
So whether it is for your own spiritual growth or
that of your children’s, or simply being prepared to
talk about the deeper spiritual themes with a friend,
use the impending release of the film as a reason to
return to Narnia. I promise, you will be glad you
did.

As in the previous stories of Narnia, a cosmic battle
between good and evil continues to rage. But unlike
the direct head‐to‐head conflict between Aslan and
the White Witch, the conflict in Prince Caspian is
being waged between the followers of the opposing
powers. On this cosmic stage, individual faith is
tested. Will Prince Caspian believe in the stories of

ʺFrom Break Point, 7 April, 2008, reprinted with
permission of Prison Fellowship, www.breakpoint.org.ʺ
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Rome 2008

24th to 31st October 2008
Official Fraternity Pilgrimage
Included in the programme:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

The General Audience with His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI in the Vatican.
St Peter’s Basilica, to visit the tombs of St Peter and Pope John Paul II,
optional visit to the Sistine Chapel and the Vatican Museums.
St Paul‐outside‐the‐Walls to visit the tomb of St Paul to celebrate the
Pauline Year.
Tomb of St Genesius in the Church of Santa Susanna.
Basilicas of St John Lateran and St Mary Major.
Tour of the Catacombs.
Optional trip to Nettuno to visit the shrine of St Maria Goretti, the house
where she was martyred and the Chapel of the Pardon where she died.

Price €845
Price based on per person sharing, seven nights bed and breakfast. Limited number of single
rooms available with €195 supplement. Non‐refundable/ non‐transferable deposit of €200 per
person payable to JWT Travel to reserve a place. For all enquiries, further details and booking,
please contact: Joe Walsh Tours, 8/11 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin 2. Tel: (01) 241 0816.
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